


Whos idea was it tovork hdf a day before going to the airp&tProbably mine.
Note to self: Holidays areolidays-R2 Yy Qi O2 Yo Ay S GAGK &2 NJ)

It was a hectic morning, 2 meetings andegglting all my remaining work (note to self: Keep this up, the
others need more to do and | need less).

I did manage to walk out at midday as planned however so that is a good start. From here on it should be a
relaxing time apart from some lastinute things that | brought from work to do on the plane (further note
to self:l really nean it, holidays are holidays!).

We tried the new self service bag drop, 5 nights being too long to go witkgust on luggage. No one
said that you need to go to the self check in to get theelgad mean we checked in at home lasght ¢
anyway the label argued but finally submitted and our bag finally made its way to the plane without the
help of any airport staff.

It was definitely lunch time
by now¢ my apple | was
planning to eat for morning
tea is still safely at work
waiting for me on Tuesday
when | will probably be too
busy to eat it. The Qantas
club provided as usugl
chicken oq au vinwith rice,
ham, salad & ciabatta bread
and a slice of lime tart later
FYR LQY KI LILAE @
the first plane to SydneyAt

this point Inormally take out

my camera and test that :
everything works by pointing.
it out at a plane. Everything

still works.

gk Al

The plane was late due to a person with a very big video camera packing her spare battery in thequggage
lithium batteries must b installed in equipment or carried in hand luggage. We arrived in Sydney and hour
and a half late. We were however fed on the plane. And we fed ourselves in the lounge before the next
flight (chicken in red wine saucahd we were fed on the plane tcabwin (which was also late). Audrey

slept through the pasonfruit ice cream.

And | did some of the work | brought with me. OHS report design for the newtirgpsystem and staff
performance reviews (Exasperated note to self: Enough is enptighidays!).

The pilot must have been speeding because we made up for lost time and arrived in Darwin owgme.
caught a taxi to the hotel, unpacked and went to sleep (at just after 1am).

Up at 7 and off to breakfast before 8. | was hoping for nice touttwas disappointed. No bananasdyh
are $13/ kg in the shops) and a fairly standard array of fruit that could have been anywhere. The only
SEOSLIiA2Y 4l & a2YS adGlk NI FNUZAG 6KAOK L KIFRYyQdG GNRS
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Went for a walko get a
feelfor Darwinc g S Q@S
always been with someone
when we have been here
0STF2NE &2 RA
a sense of the place. We
came across the ruins of
the city hall that was =f W ts
destroyed by cyclone Trac e
in 1974. There is not a lot s Y X2

left and that is being held % A e ,

up by supports. B o '

Interestingly enough a i 1 g
building across the road e e  —
from about the same era is === = e

in perfect condition. B ’ : = . e

Cyclone Tracy made a
mess of a lot of things in
Darwin.

We bought some army

disposal things we have

0SSy FFUSNI odzi O
in Melbournec all the

aK2LJa FNB a2dziR2
shops,not disposals and

GKSe 2dzad R2yQi
things we want We

dropped things back at

the hotel andheaded of

for a bit of a walk.

We found Parliament
K2dzaS 2y 2 dzN
big and imposing and ,
cycbne proof It has to be
all these things.
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Darwin is not a clean city. There is a lot of evidence of

public drinking and there are a lot of homeless in the parks.

| suppose the weather is good fogih 1 Qa Yy S@SNJ 32 Ay
as cold here ag doesin Melbourne.

Darwin is the onlAustralian
capitalcity that was bombed
during the second world war.
(A few other places in the
Northern Territory wereand
other cities had issues during
the war.) It shows in the
history with tourist walks of
the WWi]Ifacilities and
monuments in the parks. It
also showsn the current city
¢ there are a lot of military
walking around and it is the
obvious point for them to
leave Australia for the rest of
the world.

=, wAYAY [ The
i’: e
&=

A Lalnan 3

Audrey and | shared a single seofdish and chips for lunchand g
RARY Qi FAgRNIKY (K SLIXOKAZJAOI f f SR

Mitchell St. It was nice, but after eating a lot yesterday and a %=
reasonable breakfast we just really wanted to remind our bodies -
that this is lunch time.

We also wandered down to the beach where Audrey found a
couple of nice rocks to add to her collection. Audrey collects ro
(and feathers and bit of plants), | collect pictures (they take up |

room). '
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There is plenty of bird life here that nordhasts

in the trees calling down at ydiand generally

being impossible to spaig KA OK A a @K@
photograph birds as aule). There is a small
species of pigeon that wanders around on the
ground (as pigeons do), that also seems to like
salt waer. This orand its friend were hopping
around the rocks and drinking the sea water.

The organisevof Ozfesthave arranged for us to
have dinner at Crocosaurus on Saturday night.

: \ Along with that is entry into Crocosaurus for the
rest of the tlme weare inDarwin, so we headed in there to see what a place that houses crocodiles in the
middle of a city is like.

The crocodile feeding was accompanie
by a paying member of the public in th
G/ 138 2F 5SFGKE TS
experience of the crocodiledt was
interesting to watch.

There is also a large reptile house whig
we slowly worked our way throughiVe
KIgSy Qi 1SLIW NBLUN
years nowg Saskia always thought
azyide o02dz2NJ LISG OK
below)) looked like a funremated toy
and we were never sure how an
argument between them would go.

We returnedto the roomfor a small rest
before walking to the MinitiBeach Markets
¢ about a 40 minute stroll. This took us
through some quite suburbany looking
areas, rods that were difficult to cross and
degraded foot paths We decided a taxi
back might be in order.

The market is hand crafts and tourist items
and lots and lots of food stalls. In the hour
before sunset we managed to walk past all
the stalls and see thgs in day light. The
other advantage to going before sun set is
that after sunset it gets very crowded.
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People flow onto the beach to watch the sun set and dihbas everyone just flows back off again into the

market.

The sunsetis nice, italwal(isk & 6SSy 6KSy 6S KIF @S 461 6OKSR AG® Liac
can watch the sun set over water. We always watch threset over water if we can in the hope of seeing
the rare green flash effect that you can only see when the sun sets ater.wStillno luck.

The entertainment gets underway once the sun has set asqite

called a sunset market after all. A big drawcard today was a firetwirler

who juggled twirled and breathed fire for the crowd. We grabbed a quick
bite to eatandtook a taxi home.

aidsSLla F2NJ GKS REe& ¢

l dZRNB & Qa I f a
GAy3Z LOW672dza i I2Ay 3 F2N

G20
anda2 Aa Oz2d
| think | am taking a few too many picture294 picturesand one short
movie for the day

Daytwo and Audrey is suffering frowhocolate withdrawal. Not
surprisingly there is not a lot in the way of chocolate on offer here. A hot
chocolate at breakfast and a small block from Coles will hopefully see her

through.
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¢2RIF@Qa KSI Rt2AYWFS/ A3aS (1685 KNEBLASYNII K SN A | ¢ @ . SaliSNRIe&Qz
32Ay3 o0& KSIRfAySa lotvigitySurlan ferdoddy is less Walking than ye&erday Y S
FYR | &ag6AY Ay (GKS FFISNy22y® 2SQff 4SS K2g¢g Al 32

By the time we gt back to the room for lunch we had had 3 walks and managed over 13,000 steps. It will
soon be time for a relaxing swim then off to dinner.

Walkonewas justtoxf S& G2 3ISG ! dzZRNBeQa OK202fl 4GS yR az2ys
Walk two was to the mall and to have a look at a hat shop. | bought a hat that looksidituious but

should befunctionalto keep the sun off the back of my neck. Audrey looked at the hats and found nothing
that suited herg her current hat was bought at ShaBay WA almost 1years ago and has had a hard life

since.

Walk three was a bit longer. We went along t
water front to Aquascene and after looking in
GKS FTNRBYG R22NJ RSOAR
interesting enough so we headed off to the
Myilly Pointhistoric precinct.

OK, so | did get distracted by a dragon fly alon
the way. And a zebra finch got away while | was
communing with the dragonfly. And of course
the cane toad. | grew up with cane toads in
Brisbane and he only good cane toad idead
cane toad. This one was just about right.

Darwin is a very green city. Like

Y2480 GNPBLAOlaged OAGAS
G2 orart A6GQa FdA £
give good shade cover and plants

along the footpath that helfkeep

it cool. This is a favoite for the

roadside plantings.

Burnett House is one of only a
few remaining examples of this
building style left. It seems to be
a perfect style for Darwin.




LiQa 2yfeé 6KSeg &
open that you start to uderstand R
the house.

We foundpies. Everywhere we }
looked that we would normally have AD
expected to findpies there werg’ Q U

any. On our way back fronuBett  #

there were pies (though it has to be =3
said,not many of them). A pie or
sausage roll is owstandard light
lunchwhentravé A y3 | YR
annoying not being able to find any.
As we walked out of the shop with
pie and sausage roll in hand what
should be there but a bus headed for our hotel (well in that direction, not just to our hotet)w&ved at
him and he waited while we hopped on and a few minutes later we were eating in our room.

We actually managed to go for our swim. Tdogs notnormallyhappen. Normally we just look at the
L22f FyYyR RSOARS A0Qa {ocd@dn the dvdteR anidl Audrdy2tdofarevar Yo\get g1l 3 @ L
the way in, but we stayed in for 45 minutes or more and enjoyed ourselves.

At about 4:30 we wandeedownstairs
to the lobby to sart labelling Flyer
Talkers. Audrey produces the name
tags each yee; this is delberate on our
part to make sure everyone is
identifiable.

Too much time spent at the happy hour
and the welcome drinks meant that the
sun set had happened by the time we
got to the beach, but a good timeas
had by all with the possible ea&ption of
Sarah who is one of the organisers and
was worrying over trying to get all these
people to all the right places on time.

Dinner was a buffet at The Jetty. Those
who like seafood had a wonderful time
with the oysters, prawns,dsramundi
(very rice) and chilli crab on offer
(amongst other things). Steak was
cooked to ordeland there was a
selection of vegetables and a range of
Asian dishes. The desserts were a bit
dzy AYALIANRY IS odzii @
everything. We filled 5 tables once
everyone waseated

Step count for the day is 16918 steps
(plus some more for the swimming), so
the goals for the day are achieved! And
only took 75 photos. Tomorrow may be a different kettle of fish.
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¢2RI&Qa KSI -8k dyiigoi getiirg . SNewsanuse scarce

An early breakfast was followed by a walk to look down at the beach to see how low theg¢ideyisR A F A (i ¢
worthwhile to go # the way down to the water. Niime today, but the water seems to go out enough to
make it interesting. Maybe Moray.

The morning started

GAOK | &/ dzf GdzNI £ ¢ (2 dzNJp
This started with the

Parap Market which is a

mix of food, fuit and

vegetableshand crafts

and entertainment We

came away with a

pawpaw for later

consumption, a string of

red beads and a present

for someone who

R2SayQi ¢l yid LINBaSyila
but will end upwith one

anyway because she

R28ayQid KIF@s 2vy8 27
these and obviously

needs one.

The red beads come from a tree that is locally

called the red bead treévery imaginativeand is a

false sandlwoodtree - Adenanthera pavonina

The beads areaturally bright red and will fit in

wellwithAdZRNBE & Qad 6SFR ySO1ftFOS 02ttt SO0GA2y®

| The pineapples looked nicer than the ones we had at
breakfast in the hotel. We have seen this sort of

. peeling technique in Honigong. It takes out Ehe

eyes and allows a shallow peel to the rest of the
pineapple giving moredible fruit.

We continued on to the Botanical

Gardens where | realised that | should

find a way to pack my macro flashtm

my camera bag. It would malgetting

LA OQOGdzZNBE 2F GKAy3Ia tA1S 5FNBAYyQaE INBSY
ants much easier.
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