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Hong Kong 2009

Wednesday 25 November 2009
Audrey

Up at OMG o’clock to catchthe 7 am plane to Sydri@yecking in was a nuisance, even though our
bookings are linked the check-in person had trofiblding the Sydneyto Hong Kong flight. She wathiex
unpleasant about it, which was a bad start to Hye Bventually we were checked in correctly (ougragle
hasn't cleared yet) and we headed tothe Qantdsf@hone of their excellent hot chocolates.

We have booked a longish stop in Sydney — we alldhaccess to the First Class lounge there, ad it’
regarded as one of the best lounges in the woyldyeRing there early Leon should be able to getassage
for free, as well as having a good late breakfast.

Boarding time came and we headed tothe planewaitdd. T hen they announced that the cleaners were
still on board and we would have to wait more. Siglientually boarded and settled in,the doors were
closed, we waited some more andthen a couplesnithll child and baby walked forward with their bags
had a long discussion with the flight attendarttentthe door opened again andthey got off. | weakihg at
them thinking “oh, no, please dont let them haygghge!” but of course they did and it took 40 rbésuo
find it and off-load i.

Finally the doors were closed again and we toolanfhour 10 minutes late. Made up some time onthe
flight and then they announcedthat we were askdwlid over Sydney because they are doing instrtmen
landings. A couple of circuits of Sydney later, eweentually landed on a clear, sunny runway. | aag o
assume that they were testingthe ILS or something.

We were the first offthe plane due to careful prefpion — as soon asthe seatbelt light went ougnakched
our bags and ran to the front ofthe plane, theped over to the bus tothe international terminal.

| love the bus ride in Sydney —the bus drives tlreitarmac past all the planes. An A380 was inairiee
hangars, spotted an ancient 747-100 (Ithink -otfeewith only 3 windows on the upper deck), andynan
other interesting planes as well.

We arrived at the international terminal, went thglo immigration then hadto fight our way through a
massive duty free setup. It was like one of thaseodint barn operations, cheap looking boxes df dith
big price signs on the sides. Very unattractive ramtdreally a good memory for intemational visgtdeaving
Australia!

Amongthe elegant shops around the edge of thespaspotted a Godiva shop, and made a mentataote
pop in onthe way to the plane. Eventually founelfirst lounge, got past the doorman, admired thssivie
wall of greenery then headed up to the loungefitfitsd a stunning space and Leon took a number of
pictures! Breakfast was nice, although the hot olabe was nowhere near as good as in Melbourn en@dait
prettier).

We eventually headed out and popped into the Goglivp, which were handing out samples oftheir
Chocolixirs! We sampled (sadly, it was the milk chéate version) and taked to the manager aboutimgak
sure to open a shop somewhere in Melbourne. Wedatelll several chocolate samples and bought 2 tiny
boxes of chocolate and headed over to our plane.
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Sadly our upgrade hadn’t cleared so we were sittintige Premium Economy cabin. This isthe finstei
we've tried this cabin and we found it very disarigad. Food came from the business class galléythbue
were signs that passengers weren't allowed in tisgnbss class cabin so we couldn’t go into thesgad
ask for anything; we had to use the call buttonictivimostly seemed to be ignored. No loos of our,onen
had to go back and use the economy class looshvguicrather nasty as the flight went on. The bealf
was comfortable, but the extendable footrest wiaka— it went out maybe 6 inches. It would be @aies
by anyonetaller than me. The handset with theoriEntrols was located onthe side of the seatrenthe
was very difficult to access since it was blockgdHe seat cushions. The headphones plugged iheon t
other side to the video screen, meaning that yaudanplug them to get out of your seat. The necliias
very good but when | reclined for a nap | felt gofar the poor person behind me!

We had the bulkhead row, which | think would be bhéy tolerable seats in the cabin. It's also aher
wing, where there are a number of missing windowlsese seats are unpleasant to sit in, due todise of
the air-conditioning ducts which are the reasortiermissing windows.

We were supposed to have our very own dedicatgiat fliitendant but she wasn't really in evidencéhal
much. Service was very ad-hoc, andthey were unalfled a working power point for our laptops and
didn’'t seemto want to offer anything useful likking them and charging them elsewhere.

No amenity kits had been loaded so no socks toggharto. | hadn't worn my flight socks since | was
expecting a footrest, but this was useless so ldioave liked to change into the freebie socks!

The final annoyance: there were toasted sandwicheadfer, either 2 suggestions or assemble-your: Qi
hours before the end of the flight we ordered,dbimg before they ran out of any ingredients, anlye told
that they’'d already donethe pre-assembled onéshwiere all that were available. It took then raifhour
to remove the sun-dried tomatoes from one of thammee.

The flight itself was smooth and passed reasorguitkly, helped by them having the latest Harryt ot
movie — with subtitles!

Must mention the take-off roll— it was 45 secondsyy long. The plane was very heavily loaded!

Arriving somewhat late, we made sure we were o$t Bince they used both doors 1 and 2, and spedgdin
immigration, grabbed R4 and Vader and headed torilport Express viathetourist information fomap
and an Octopus recharge machine to put more mameyioOctopus cards. Took a taxi from Kowloon
Station ratherthan waste time withthe free shdlitis, dropped our bags in our room, (we are 2$lap
from the room we had last year —room 1537) andiéeaut!

We started with a visit to Sogo to check that @wolurite drink, the Chocolixir, is still availabli.is! We
decided we weren’t in the mood for onetoday sinstead grabbed a couple of bready items from the
“german baker” there, and continued on down thenproade towards East T sim Sha T sui. T he tourist
information person hadtold Leon that there wemg \geod Christmas lights down there and when we got
down there (a bit of a walk) they were indeed qdit&matic. | noted that there was a Wing On thetas-is
a more local department store that’s used by tba&doso tendsto be interesting, when you can sdcice
finding one. We continued on to the very end ofptamenade (it's recently been extended a longintay
East Tsim Sha Tsui, seemingly nearly to the looabiathe old airport!) then crossed the main road a
walked back along all the restaurants (this seenfe the district for steak houses; a bit deprgsind

back to the Wing On Plaza. Inside we found a vetgresting camera shop with many of the rare glaied
cameras. Leon drooled over the gold Pentax LX tlithmatching gold 50 mm f1.2 lens while | mournieel t
lovely old Leica that had been converted into aklaVe looked into Wing On itself but they wereilyus
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closing up for the night. There is a European Faktin, as well as celebrations for some anniversbirhe
Wing On chain, involving vouchers and lucky digseldonethis sort of thing before andthey caroff
very good prizes. We shall see!

By now it was after midnight Australian time so leaded back to our room to eat our “brazilian peppe
chicken” and “cheese and bacon” horseshoe rolistk Were very nice —then fell into bed!

Leon

It seemsthat we just don't putthe preparatioo oir holidays like we used to. No packing lisho long
lists ofthingsto do (a couple of short onesjn Bure this makes some people happy. |thinlstjueans
that we have done so much travel we now do inalriheads withou thinking.

Our holidays stated with an evening of bell ringirgctice, which went surprisingly well given t lvag
haven't had practice so far in November. Then htarmack. And upset Saskia (our cat) who doedtet |
the sight of suitcases.

After getting up at Oh My God O’clock (even for tisg day started with a hot chocolate in the Qantas
business lounge. They make a very good hot chieofaur flight to Sydney was delayed first by cleies
and then by a sick childthat caused a searchghrthe bowels of the plane for their luggage antthéinend
we were 51 minues late leaving Melbourne.

The plan for Sydney was to try and get a massage in
the Qantas First lounge, but due to our delayeadeadrr
all the bookings were full. So we had a bit of
breakfast while enjoying the view.

The lounge itselfis very interestingto look dhe

seating is divided into sections (seating, compusey

restaurants), the openness is maintained while the

intimacy and purpose of each section is not lost.

There is also a wall of plants as you enter thadeuwhich looks fantastic and adds to the ovézall of
luxury they are presenting. It’s a pitythat wa caly get in while we have our high status from tig trip.
Next time we pass this way we won't be eligible.
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Audrey had a hot chocolate whichturned up lookergastic, but tasted really rather boring and nereh
near as good asthe one we had in Melbourne. Qasopa were drawn between this and the general
difference between Melbourne and Sydney and thelmaagled off to our plane.

On the way we stopped off atthe Godiva shop. @\ @odiva shop. Complete with Chocolixirs whickeyh
were sampling (though only the milk chocolate \arsi Hazelnut chocolates were also on offer awl |
get around to tryingthem when | feel the needfiore calories (which given all the food on offendd
now). It'sthe first full Godiva shop in Australidt’s just a shame it’s in the Sydney internabibdepartures
area which makes it very difficult for US to getitanvithout leaving the country.

Our planetook off on time and we started to emfgypremium Economy experience. There is more leg
space andthe seats are better, but | still wotlik€ totry and sleep in them. The food is betbait not
THAT much better. Good for long legged people wba't want to pay for business class and are unhapp
with economy.

The in flight entertainment developed a bug andtbdm rebooted 3 hours into the flight, just asrida
Potter was getting interesting. And having caughwith myself for the trip it'stime to read a koo
Exceptthat | didn’t because the entertainmentesgstame back. So | finished Harry Potter, and thad.

We landed, got through all the red tape and gotutohotel in time to see the light show start an8But we

went for awalk instead as we hadn’t had much dfance up tothat point. Hong Kong is still thg of
buildings with lights, but now they have Christmmasssages as well.

So after getting up at 4am with lessthan 4 holeespsand adding an extra 3 hoursto the day, dis after
10 pm and I'm tired and will hopefully wake inth®rning in tune with the time zone.
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Which sort of worked. We woke up at 5:30, whiclali®ut the time we getup at home. Hong Kong of
course doesn't work that way and won't be up orrbguet. So we did some more diary writing.

Thursday 26 November 2009
Audrey

We woke up early of course, so got ourselves osgattior the day and worked on our diaries for deyhi
before heading out to breakfast. On the last dstyylear we found a little restaurant for break&astve
studied the map and racked our brains to figurenbigtre it was (we hadn’t noted this in our diateest
year! For future reference: Hing Fat, 8-10 Ashl®aRT ST).

We ordered our favourite dumplings andtea. T easeased

interestingly — the teapot was brought, and thes éoa glass

bowl. Tea was poured all over the cupsthen theg fished

out with a pair of spoons, put on the saucers fiasth tea

poured into them. | must say | do agree with thea iolf

sterilisingthetea cupsfirst! Breakfast was quitee, but did

contain rather a lot of MSG. T he restaurant reméras of an

American diner, with booths, and a drawer in thdga

containing all of the cutlery. No serviettes, butube toilet roll

holder dispensedtoilet sheetsthat were perféanigtional.

We then decided to wander off to one of Leon’s faite
camera shops, Tin Cheung, where last year he bdght
perfect camera bag. I've been tryingto persuatetbibuy a
spare one. Like last year we confused Carnavon Rodd
Cameron Road but we eventually found the shop, iwhias of
course closedthis early in the moring. Hoursldre 8,
shorter on Sundays. We notedthis, admired thegssof
taking bamboo scaffolding down (think of a bucklegin, only
with 10 people all up the side of the building, Hiawg bamboo
poles all the way down to the ground), popped byatfes to
pick up some water (and also left with 5 differsatts of
chocolate! 50c charge now for a plastic bag wh&ch i
interesting) then droppedthe spare water and dhiecback in
our room and headed to the Star Ferry.

There are signs everywhere for the East Asian Gavhe&h
start 6 December. The mascot/logo got both of we both
mistook it for atooth with hair. Very curious.

Usual short Star Ferry ride (I can remember whevag much
longer!) as usual on the lower deck which is opiersaallows
better photos, andthen we headed over to adnerittid that
they had been building last time. Some of it wasshied but
the main part of it isn't — it is now all dry anifiéd in, and
works are starting to create roads. A longtrek frmm the star
Ferry into Central.
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We wandered to Pottinger St, since Leon’s littleeea bagthermometer hasflat batteries, and got th
changed at the first stall, and we noticed thahdgtone of the little folding stools that | wantedouy, and it
looked quite new! So we asked him and he said hghiat “fourth lane over that way” so we headedmov
to have alook! After some false starts we eveltdalind the furniture shop (in Aberdeen Road, ribar
corner of Hollywood Road), looked around, couldirid the stool (foundthe foldingtable, which vuest
can't fit in the luggage, sadly, it’'s too big!) ardentually managedto ask and yes, they do hafévem in
stock! Round ones are now more popular but we ptigterectangular ones. We hastily agreedto tlwe pr
(HK$50 each, about A$7) and arranged to colleatntkater since they are quite heavy and awkwaratoyc
around. The firsttime Leon was in Hong Kong he hawly broken foot and was on crutches, and vehnte
to sit down to rest regularly. We found one of thaols and | carried it around (as well as Leoaseral)
for the rest ofthe trip. They're heavy. And indig sturdy, which is why I've always wanted morke o
them. Most market stalls here just havetwo of thuaalerneath each end ofthe tables, acting astseand
they work well forthis. Mine tends to get usedaum marine trips, eitherto hold a heavy box ofkmor |
use it as a seat. It’svery goodthat | now haneo4e!

We then exploredthe area — a bit of Holywood Reéhen through the wet markets (some delightfukiog
mini watermelons, and water chestnus are in sealseady!) then down Stanley St looking at the
professional camera shops here,then on to my faealectronics junk shop. There we found the same
thermometer/hydgrometer as we bought in Japanwaradso decided to be naughty and buy a green laser
pointer. We bought the low-power 5 mW version; téo had a 50 mW version which was scary! (The
powerful ones are banned in Australia — too maigtsdike trying to dazzle pilots of landing airftraith
them.) The green is very bright and very easy & €6air cat Saskia will have fun chasing it.

By now it was lunchtime and we decided to headnuoefe else!) Yung Kee, to see if arriving early lgou
get us a BBQ suckling pig. We were sent to théaor which offers such features as proper semsgt
which you don't get on the lower floors. (Yung Kagerates a sort of class system; scruffy tourist stge
ground and first floors, and the higher floors farghe better sort of people. Coming here with my
grandmother we regularly got floors 5 or 6; withobet’s always been floor 1. We were sent to fldor
where theytook one look at us then sent us otota #. | didn’t think we looked that respectabh, well,
it's nice to get a proper serviette, and once oorft we can simply book a table on the same féamin.

Something I'd never noted before — there’s a secnenlu available on thé"4loor, which has much more
interesting food listed in it. So we decided toablittle more adventurous with our food, so aftetedmining
that there were no suckling pigs left (order 241sadin advance only) we ordered our favourite frap w
bamboo, decided to experiment with deep fried segdl cucumbers in spicy salt and had Grandma’s
favourite dish here, beef with oyster sauce. Tlakearsoup tempted me, | shallhaveto see later!

Our food was brought very quickly. We've never aasea cucumber before, so it was interesting td.try
It's somewhat similar to jellyfish, chewy, gelatim) crunchy, and a little tough, with no particdlarvour of
its own. The coating was very familiar and deligie- think salt and pepper squid. We cleaned tate piff
(which is bad manners!) and we shall have to topaked in other ways! Leon is worried that the euns
won't let us in any more for fearthat we shalliba specimens!

Lunch finished, we made a booking for a late lurezhorrow, with the suckling pig.
We then headed back towards the fumiture shopthier interesting places, collected our stools then
abandonedthe planto catch ataxito the Stay et just walked down the steep hill through treekets,

where | spotted a delightfully tiny watermelon, thee of a grapefruit, which | bought, and also sowater
chestnuts. Now we’re goingto have to buy a shaifek(Yay!)
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Continued staggering down the hill with the stoaisl all the other shopping, found the MT R so hoppex
there and home, where we unloaded, used the bathetm, then headed straight out again, to visigVi
On, that camera shop we saw yesterday, then cookevimSogo.

Leon spent sometime prowling the camera shopresidted all the temptations there. We then headed
down into Wing On. (Interesting general observatimnildings built on reclaimed land all seem to éaery
large basements, of several floors.) The bottorarhast had all the food related tems in it — nohtdhe
European Christmas items were hugely interestmgyesheaded on into kitchenware. Good! German
Zwillingswerk Henckel knives, some on speciall WeKled at the knives, wondered who would use such a
tiny rice cooker (it couldn’t have served more thare person), then prowled around, picking up @gphe
plastic chopping board, a couple of cheap suganttmeters (one for Lydia at Leon’s work, who hasrbe
giving me her yummy home-grown horseradish) andouad the glass lunch box of our dreams, so we
sighed and bought 2. (Thank goodness Vader is piftieof empty shoe boxes — we're going to neezlth
boxesto pack all these fragiles!) Wethen wenkhadhe knife counter and chose 2 cheap, dish-avadite
knives, as well as a new sanding stone for theisedl on my feet. Offto the cashier to pay anddiid
about the specials withthe anniversary. It's adpnd get stamp sheets; get enough stamps anchgou
buy some very nice towels very cheaply. And theadiscky dip upstairs. We are two stamps short of 2
towels, and slightly short ofthe lucky dip, so feend a little case for my camera (I've been kegpiim a
sock since it’s waterproof and shockproof etcenily need to be protected from scratches. Casksisre
though!). Went for the lucky dip and scored a ranglphoto frame, went back and bought Leon twe nic
blue bath towels. These specials are designed ke yau run all over the store.

We then headed for Sogo, discoveringthat thisdralvesn't have a kitichenware department. Drat!ddad
Chocolixir (very good, but the version I've creatis@dlmost as good) and grabbed a couple of iteons the
baker for dinner. Dropped everything back in th@nand then headed outto the camera shop, where Le
did eventually buy his spare camera bag and amsiyeevibrating brush for cleaning his camera senso
(Leon objectsthat it’s actually a spinning brush!)

We then walked down Nathan Roadto Yue Hwa, ormayofavourite places in Hong Kong. We bought our
beautiful silk doona here last year and | wantegitoanother cover for it (Australian Queen sizlbeen is
a different size tothe rest of the world) and a&ed up something for my cousin Nele's baby wités
born — a lovely silk doona sized for a baby!

We wandered around the rest of the shop in thd tss@ination — the range is reduced rather saaliyt teere
are still many interesting tems here.

It was by now after 9 pm and we’ve been on our bagically all day apart from 2 fairly quick meads, we
staggered into the MT R and went home, forcing duesso eat our dinner and write up some diaridsrbe
falling into bed exhausted!

Leon

Day one in Hong Kong. Shopping isthe order ofdag. We seem to have done a lot of it, but first
breakfast.

We wandered off looking for the dim sum diner we beeakfast in once last time we were here. |tewsy
to find. The waitress came out and dragged udfithe street and sat us down. The western breaki@nu
was very quickly discarded and we selected a rahgen sum and some jasminetea. Thetea arrived i
tea pot as expected, the cups were placed in alghad which was filled with the tea and the cugtstred
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around emptied out and placed in front of us, giseérilised. The
waitress then poured our tea and left. It waseerésting ceremony.

Our breakfast arrived and we got stuck in. The nioodles were a hit
on the bland side, but the rest (prawn dumplingsk @nd prawn
dumplings and BBQ pork buns) were all very nice.l $an recommend
the Hing Fat Restaurant at 8-10 Albert RA T ST if yant a good dim
sum breakfast.

Wandering around locally we discovered (though lveaaly knew) that
nothing we wanted was open. So we wandered pststojmake sure we
knew where they were and then headed over to Cerdrthe Star ferry.

We did find a little junk shop that was open andditt a few items of
use such as carabineers and collapsible pensibhgaituches with small
notebooks.

There are fountains here. With running water. It
seems so strange. There haven't been fountains
running in Melbourne for years and here they are al
overthe place.

We also came across more bamboo scaffolding. This
time it was being taken down and each piece was
being dropped from person to person through 6
people to get to the ground. Interestingto wat&H.

the plastic ties that held it together were dritin

slowmy down fromthe top asthey were cut and
littering the streets.

The Star Ferry trip was just like any other we haagle with people looking out at the views and iothe
boats seemingto head straight for us as we makaithat 90 degrees to the othertraffic. I'm shere are

rules about who has right of way and all the rlegt no one seemsto slow down or move to avoiedther
boats.
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This is a street. No, not the bit people are ngito cross, the stairs
behind them. A lot of the foot paths have stepls Intio them, but
some of the streets like Pottinger St have stepghs Not really the
place for high heels, which may be why these wbemndoned inthe
gutter.

Today’s food item is flat duck. I'm not really suhow they are prepared or what you do with thefmtish
off the dish, butthey are hanging around in atgresny restaurants and street butchers. And akeou
being duck it would probably be quite nice.

The East Asian Games are being held in Hong Kdrge white figure with the funny hair is the mascbte
is everywhere, on posters, flags and figures imtidele of the street. | have no idea what hbus,when |
first saw him | thought he was some sort of adg®lgito do with teeth.

We stopped for lunch at Audrey’s favourite restatrand discovered that we needto orderthe sugkiig
one day in advance (we are booked for a late Itordorrow). By some twist of fate we ended up om th
VIP floor of Yung Kee and Audrey wantsto keep lusre. After working our way through the menu two o
three times we finally decided on lunch. Beefyster sauce, frog's legs and bamboo shoots andfdeep
mini sea cucumbers.

The sea cucumbers were very nice done in a ligreéroog of salt pepper and garlic. They didn't havach
flavour by themselves Ithink, but the dish wasubéal. Audrey and | discussed them because wé bot
knew people would want to know what they were likge decided on the description of similar to jisly,
but a bit more chewy and also decided that thiddwuhelp most people.
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This is a day of shopping, so after lunch we pidkedhe stools we
had found before lunch and carried them back tdtiel. We have
one of these stools at home that we bought wheware in Hong
Kong in 1999 and | was on crutches and needed amdirest a lot.
Audrey finds it so sturdy and useful she wantedesomre and are the
main reason we brought 2 suitcases with us (orvéhath is basically

empty).

We also had water chestnuts which are just in searsd a small
watermelon the same as we have planted in our igdsdewe can now
get an idea of how it will taste).

Dropping all this of at the hotel we headed off on
another shoppingtrip to Wing On. This had two
purposes. One was to look over the European #dstiv
they were having andthe other was to buy a shaifp k
to peeland cut up the watermelon and water chtsstnu

Our route took us across a roof top recreation,avieigh was a very pleasant setting. It did have for all
the peoplethere to follow which were posted oigia.sAnd another sign. Oh and a third sign. Tiles
are:

No hawking

No Dogs

No graffiti

No drying of linen or clothes
No urinating

No climbing

No lying on benches
Please keep clean.

Then added later:
No cycling

No skateboarding
No ball games

And finally:
Smoking is prohibited.

Given that you need to take an escalator or #olfffet to the reserve, |
can’'t see many people bringing their bikes, thoygh never know.
And | can agree with the no ball games rule give there is avery
major road running by next to it.
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The Avenue of Stars runs alongthe harbour andHE T
place to watchthe light show of an evening. #so

the place people go to have themselves photographed
in Hong Kong. It’s something like a Hong Kong
version of Melboumne’s Federation Square.

We grabbed a late afternoontea/early dinner of a

Godiva Chocolixir (dark chocolate decadence) and

picked up some bakery items for a late dinner/suppe

before heading back to the hotel to drop off tbtiof

shopping. Then, yes you guessed it, we headedrout
a shopping trip.

Thistime to a camera shop where | bought no casnamlenses, no flashes, just a few accessodeath
cheaper here than elsewhere inthe world. Audisy@cked up a protective wrap (used to protatsds in
camera bags usually) because it was a nice shagteari (and presumably because she thought it would
come in handy though it’s hardto tell sometime wiudrey and green objects).

We arrived back at the hotel for the last timelatiuh 9:30 and startedto put things away so wedcawlve
aroundthe room. Shortly after 10 we went to bed got up again at our usual time and got our effaup to
date.

Friday 27 November 2009

Audrey

Up early again (jetlag is a nuisance!), got theiegup to date (at last!) andthen decided to $athe
hotel's buffet breakfast, which we noticed yestgrigmtures fried sole and also several good looking
dumplings, and a rather nice range of fruit. Hadeasant and filling breakfast then headed to tiiellover
the road for our Pink Dolphin watching tour. Thealsdisorganisation of finding everyone and thedlifig
them again after people got lost in the 30 metré teathe bus around the comer (have | mentiohed It
hate tours?) and eventually we were off towardsailort to our boat.

Interesting bus — it seats 5 across. Not 5 of lmsiously! Lengthy talk about the dolphins and plspto
including some graphic photos of injuries causedthdssts, nets, rubbish etc. The population is aitsl gue
mainly to the pollution and the sediments comingafthe Pearl River (Hong Kong sits onthe edgéef
Pearl River delta) instead of the usual white ¢ gpecies of dolphin. Juveniles are grey.

Boat ride was fascinating — they go around theoatirgirectly under the flight path. Many aircraferg
taking off directly over our heads. Large amouriteater traffic everywhere, as well as the starwofks to
build a new bridge across it. Interesting boats$tgudncluded a gigantic boat that at first glatameked like
a giant spider sitting on the sea, and at secarttgl lke a spider web, with huge spokes stickintgro all
directions, covered in net. At a guess, this boatcrun nets at least 100 metres either side. Alg@ant
container ship went past — we photographed it sifgptount how many containers it had on board!

We eventually got out to the dolphin area and thiphdns duly turned up and put on quite a show.HEac
time a dolphin stuck its head out of the wateréhsas a massive click-click-click-click all arounte as
every cameraonthe boat went off. The dolphingedan colour from grey juveniles, to lighter gragults,
grey with pink highlights, pink with grey dapplingplid pink and pure white. Pure white is the ratur
colour — the pink dolphins are unique tothe PRarér delta. There were at least 2 smaller darig gre
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juveniles with their mothers, which was good to se®t all that much is known about how well this
population is breeding.

Leon was taking close-ups of the dolphins so Imgptlittle camera out and set it to capture thediugs,
power plant and docks inthe background, heldttimthe right direction and pressed the buttormetime

a dolphin breached. Hopefully at least one of tA@ ghotos | took will come out! Leon took 793 phetnd
is hoping for maybe 6 good photos. At one poinblaliin leapt out of the water directly in frontthie boat
and | managed to get areally bad photo of it. Meen't looked at all the photos yet, in case yavelm't
worked that out yet.) Eventually the dolphins stegbreaching andthe boat headed back to shoréaios
the passengers in the small cabin checking to @eslineir photos came out! | also got a nice parohus

as shadows in the water — you can see me holdingamgra up next to my face and Leon taking a photo.

They brought out some souvenirs of course, whictewheap, cute and in a good cause, so we boughwt a
of them. And a children’s book about a crocodilbjol we think a friend of ours will enjoy.

Back in town we droppedthings (such as spare viaitieles) off in our room then hopped onto the MBR
Central. We had some time before our lunch bookmgrandered aroundthe Li Yuen market looking for a
silk momme gauge and when Leon spotted a watclireegee asked where to buy thetools and eventually
managed to makethe poor man understand what htedvand was told “Japan City”, with a vague point
somewhere in the direction of our furniture shog YWaded on, found a silk shop, found some he#yyl si
asked how many momme it was and he felt it andrtodd So we tried the next one, who rudely informmred
that momme is only for silk satin, and the silkdsaholding at the time was “very heavy’. Sigh. Véeegup
and headed to lunch.

We went back to the™floor of Yung Kee where we were recognised andresdto our table. We ordered
the snake soup and prawns with bamboo shootswétbmur suckling pig. | think we've decided thagxt
time we will eat only invertebrates just for vayigthough! Snake soup was delicious, the meat tende
Several different species of snake are usually, used the meat colour varied from darkto whiteryWeery
nice! The prawns were lovely andthe suckling pity divine. When we had a quiet moment we snatched
couple of photos of the suckling pig.

Full, we headed out and decided to walk to the \@advlarket for one final attempt at finding a momme
gauge. No luck, and more rude unhelpful staff. €heas one fabric there that | rather liked but htea to
know how heavy it was andthey wouldn’ttell me, @kll, we've tried. We had a wander around tha are

and found shops selling birds nests, which wergrasingto see. Many other interesting things al, w
including many different species of sea cucumber.
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After this we hopped onto atram down to Causeway B visit Sogo, the main Japanese departmeng stor
in Hong Kong. 13 floors in all. Food is in basemientel 2, kitchen equipment on level 7. We wandered
around happily, sampling a number of the chocolateseventually buying some of the local “Lucullus”
brand chocolate. (Some chocolate coated potats,chipd some lovely chocolate truffle coated almgnds
We then fought our way up to th& floor through the massive crowds to look at theHen toys, where |
bought a couple of fine strainers. Fascinatinggion display — current fashion is for completédy §lass
saucepan lids. Lots of cooking demonstrations goimtp show off how things work —they’re all
interactive. At the vacuum sealing counter you damseal then resealthe bags to see howthey doake
an elderly lady was testing out a wooden wok spatula hot electric wok, while the demonstratortsared
his sales pitch. They wouldn't allowthat in Auditas

We were by now absolutely exhausted, so we hoppixdthe MTR back to our room, and sat and watched
the light show at 8 pm, before forcing ourselvegbmut again, this time up to Mong Kok to haveaklfor
my shoes. Annoyingly, we got little help and no-tras wide fittings. So much for that theory! We
wandered a little, and came across one of thedngeca shops, which Leon prowled a little, untibthe
closed!

We headed back to the room and fell into bed. Wephanned to eatthat watermelon for dinner butvese
too tired.

Leon

Today we saw dolphins. They are officially cal@ldinese white dolphins, but they are actually @isk
adults, speckled as adolescents and grey as babesy. are the same species as the normal grehidslp
you get around the world, but something in theiwriramment turns them pink — most likely pollution
(though it could be the silt from the rivers).also aimost halves their lifespan. At presentthe group
has about a 95% chance of seeingthe dolphinssaiel babies, 3 adolescents and 8 adults (accaaling
the official observers).

On the way to the dolphins we sailed (well, motored
actually) directly underthe flight path of airdraf
leaving Hong Kong. This cant be good for the
dolphin’s ears! We also saw a large fishing trawle
looking like a spider walking across the water and
huge container ship to name a couple ofthe vaoiety
boats inthe area.
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Thenthe call rang out, “Dolphins at 9 o’clock” ame cameras started clicking.

At least 2 people took more pictures than | dicheDfficial dolphin watch photographer who takd pies
forthe post cards the group sells, and a womanokiviously has large memory cards judging by thg wa
her camera was rattling.

Two adults pink dolphins (left). An adult with allies (they give birth to only one at atime but da
babysitting while the other mother goes of fishing)

We saw a few groups of 4 or 5 dolphins swimmingetbgr.

Page 14 of 38 Hong Kong 2009



A speckled adolescent (left). mather and child (the babies stay withtheir matHer 3 years).

The tail end of thetrip. Audrey took some picaite show the industrialised the area where thphdos
live actually is.

You don't expect the dolphinsto perform for yowddime boat did keep a respectable distance sorad to
drive the dolphins away or riskthem at all (thoagbouple did come right up to the boat). It wapad trip
and the tour guide seemed genuinely excited abeuhtimber of dolphins we saw. Pictures, t-shaint$toy
dolphins were on sale on the back.

We got backto the hotel with enough timeto drop
things of in the room before heading off to lunefitlh
a browse through the fabric markets along the way).

The suckling pig was excellent. Very thin golden

brown crackling, succulent meat on the bone artd ric

sauce for dipping. There was only one piece lgfthie

time we thought about taking a picture rather than

enjoying it. We accompanied it with stir fried pres

and bamboo shoots and a couple of bowls of snalfe svery nice.
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When you go to cross the street in Hong Kong theeehelpful directions on the roadto tell you whigay
to look so you can stay alive to do more shoppit'g.when you look in that direction and you seesc
coming from 3 directions all turning towards yoatlyou start to wonder if you will ever get acrtss
street. The only reason you can is that someatieefuup the street stops and holds up the restedtftaffic
to allow you a mad dash between the temporarilgpgd cars, trucks and motorcycles.

We walked over to the Western Market mainly in seaxf a momme
gauge for Audrey to measure the thickness (anddtdrecweight) of
silkk. We saw one last year when we were in Hongddut that shop
no longer seemsto have one and no one else in Kongthat has
anythingto do with silk has either.

Having failed at

that we walked

aroundthe back

of the Western

Market and

found a map

showing all the

local trades and

shopping

specialities. We

headed for the
one with bird’s nest and other ingredients. Wakhhese are the sea cucumbers we had for lunabthiee
day. The bird’s nests filled jar after jar in tél@ops. Neither of us have eaten them. Yet. 8w we have
at least seen them.

Then we headed off on atram to causeway bay. This
one was advertisingthe ANZ bank completely in
English (this may suggest something about thegetar
audience). Catching the tram was partly for thetr
ride and partly to go shopping (though withthe
Christmas rush starting it’s hardto move arountha
big department stores).

We headed back to the room via avery crowded MTR

(underground trains) and finally caught the lightw
out the window.
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There is however, no rest for the wicked and weoféin
again thistime looking for shoes for Audrey. Aeyir
has found shoes she likes and that actually fit ie&ru
can't normally buy them in Australia. With aldt o
effort she did get some specially imported throtigh
distributor, but this is not likely to happen agasno we
are looking at what is here. Andit’s depressing.
Nothing in the right width for her feet, so we meied
empty handed back to the room and fell into bed.

Saturday 28 November 2009
Audrey

It's a girl! Congratulationsto Nele and Stéphametiie arrival of Chloé Caroline!
The email arrived in the evening just as | sat doowwite today’s diary up. It's good news.

Anyway, we woke up early yet again, got up andsdiche diarying. It's goingto take Leon forever to g
through his dolphin photos! After getting ready tlee day we headed back to Hing Fat for a breakfast
dumplings, then headed to the Star Ferry, and ftumdhumber 6 bus to Stanley. The new land hasva ne
bus terminus on it with a large sign pointing todgit, but when we got there we couldn't find this but |
eventually spotted a sign with a map which shoved the bus departs from the same point as itagdid |
time, a couple of blocks over. We eventually fotimelbus and spread ourselves over the front seatrhire
the views.

Arriving at Stanley we prowled the market thoroygidicking up useful bits of junk such as a cheap
monocular (half of a pair of binoculars; smalledaasierto carry than binoculars though!), some
ridiculously cheap hand-lenses with built in lighasnew torch for Leon with a bracket (it's meant d bike
but Leon has plansto use it for marine photographg’ve been asking around to try and find a diah
sells watchmaker’stools and here we were serddotcal hardware shop, which was fun but notyeall
useful. Got tiny screwdriver setsthough, whichwege pleased with. | also found some linen whige I
been wanting — the market is a good place for clieep. And | picked up a few beads — coral, maltach
and lapis lazuli.

Leon was tempted by the remote control cars tf@atedaround on the walls and eventhe ceiling (thay
vacuums in the bottomto make them stick) but tedisOne shop had rather delightful little seashwiih
glass hermit crabs in them —those we couldn’steéihey’re a bit anatomically inaccurate, but y@un't
have everything. They look pretty good.)

Before we left Melbourne | had asked Google abidirig German food in Hong Kong and we headedto
the one located in Stanley — “King Ludwig's BeerlHa hey had a buffet running, so we decided to be
radical and not eat Chinese food for once! Foodquite nice, andthe sauerbraten very welcome after
having very few vegetables recently. It was gooddmple pork trotter which I've not eaten before.

Finished with the market, we decided to head bablkere was a map of bus routes, showing onethat

circumnavigates the Western side of Hong Kong sthen takes the tunnel and goes past our hotel, an
decided that this would be a good option.
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A long and interesting bus ride later we hoppedght at the little“ Antigue Watch” stand whichetin has
been wanting to look at. No interesting watchesvilutn we managed to explain that we wanted watch
chains he pulled out his junk box and found exatté/chains that we wanted, with different clipsakh
will work better than what we use now. We bouglfit@A$14 — much better than the $50 that they eash
in Melbourne, without having the right clips on tinle

We dropped everything in our room, decided thadida’'t need a break so headed straight back oub,aga
to complete my list of German foods available imgd&ong. First stop was “Delicatessen Corner” ia th
basement of the Holiday Inn; they claim to havedhly smokehouse in Hong Kong and maketheir own
sausage. Nothing interesting at all there, buténghopping mall in the basement there were sewatah
shops! We went and had a look at the interestiokjiiay one, with several antique watches (includivg
repeaters which is what Leon wants), looked arréipeaters, (Leon istempted by one but it's tocesyve),
asked them about buying watchmakers tools whiclmWwasderstood, asked about the Atmos clock in the
window and were told it wasn't for sale but the glaeross the way has 2, and as we left we weredukthe
business card for “Nam Hing Watch Material & To@®. LTD”. Oooh! There's a web address — nam-
hing.com! Just had a look and they have some gamhmtools for me, such as forceps. We're goingto
have fun there when we go theretomorrow (closeukatkends). And it looks like they’re happy to ship
overseas.

We went acrossthe way, asked aboutthe Atmos<led@xpensive as expected. HK$80,000 (about A$
12,000). We won't be adding oneto our clock caldatyet.

We then headed to the last place on my list — “Biviss Chalet”. My notes say that as well as being a
restaurant they also sell cheese and equipmentd Yle'ssed that the equipment would be fondues and
raclettes and we were right. (Was hoping for moteresting kitchenware.) Anyway, we then headedhfer
Ocean Centre (alongthe way passing “I love Kitéhamere | bought the bristle style knife block whiave
loved in Germany but were too heavy and expensihey're on sale here!) where we were goingto hunt
down the amazing Japanese chocolate we boughtl@erears ago. We couldn't find it when we visited i
2005 and didn’t look last year, (And didn’t seaitJapan) but this year we found advertising sigmshem
so we knew they were still around! In the rightsping centre (the gigantic one, that’s more than a
kilometre long with multiple levels, with signs pudly proclaiming that 7 of Hong Kong's Michelin-sted
restaurants are in the complex) we foundthe dirgcbut couldn’t findthe chocolate shop. We adtes
information person but he didn't know the namel stade Leon bring up the photo | made him takédnef t
advertising sign and showed it to the informati@ngon who “Ah, yes! T hird floor, that way!”. We folved
the directions and found the shop (via a Victoristwp, where | scored the green Swiss Card I'vaysw
wanted) and admired the now much larger range tfamthrger prices). We decided to splurge on 3 bafe
what we had lasttime andthey asked whether weetkimem packed together or separately. T ogethigt, s
Leon. Separately, said |I. They pack them in alitisulated bag with a mini ice-block and all theets of
packing will be useful to get everything home. Aige of samples appeared and yes, they're jusicasas
memory reports.

We grabbed a couple of interesting items at thebakxt door and headed home, deciding that we were
really rather tired so we wouldn’t go out againgamstead watch the light show, have dinner antewri
diaries. Dinner was nice, the “sticky chocolateglout” for dessert was delicious and we then agdadur
baby water melon, which was extremely nice.

We then fell into bed exhausted!
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Leon

Dim sum for breakfast again. The dish on theve® the experimental on for the day. Deep frieid st
dough in rice noodle. It was a bit oily for breaktf, though that came more from he sauces thatotigh.
We also had our regulars of har gow (prawn dump)inghao mai (pork and prawn — pictured) and cbwa si
bau (BBQ pork buns).

Serviettes are provided by means of aroll on éalgle. T he front window of the restaurant isadinu and
part store room.

Today we are off to Stanley. Audrey has a shopping
list. We gtarted by going across the Star Fergirag
Like most boats the docking process is human
powered with ropes being passed from ship to shore
and visa versa.
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The bus ride through Central gave us the chanse¢dnteresting shops, though we thought “Fatburger
looked a bit out of place it was listed as beingas Angeles, Las Vegas, Macau and a couple of athies.
The views were just as good but lasted a short sisnee drove madly aroundtight bends on arguimg fo
space with on coming traffic.

We couldn’t resist these glass hermit crabs inlloca
shells. Audrey’s shopping list consisted mainly of
linen and after combing through piles of table ledgt
serviettes, towels and so on we managed to tickheff
whole list.
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It was about 1:30 when we stopped for lunch. Taisily (below left) brought along a picnic lunch of
sandwiches (did they bring them all the way fromitinome county?). We went for a walk around téne b
and settled for a German buffet.

Strangely we didn’t see any buffets in Germany whenvere there, but there was one here. It's coege
to Asian tastes, and we only saw westerners edt@gauerkraut. It was quite nice though evehefdishes
were more Swiss than German. There were a few

very nice dessertsthat we sampled, though orteeof t

best looking was coffee flavouredrather than the

hoped for hazelnu.

We tookthe long bus ride (route 973) back. Itgyoe
aroundthe other side of the island (and through a
tunnel so we don't have another Star Ferry trip).
was interesting to see the homes of the people who
live on the island as this way is more off the istur
track andthe bus goes down a lot of little stré¢etdy
toturn around and go back out again).

We had a small dinner of a couple of bakery itdmas tve shared and
the watermelon we bought a few days ago. The msé@nice so I'm
looking forward to having them available from thert yard when we
want one.
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Sunday 29 November 2009
Audrey

Up early as usual, gotthe diaries upto date tesded out for our usual breakfast.

After breakfast we headed over to Central, sincaawe a lunch booking. We spent some time wandering
around Central, then Leon decided that he wanteded Ladder Street” for himself. On the way we
wandered past an interesting looking shop withstnff you see in high end army disposals stordsi vas
closed. We may wander past again however to haveper look! Tempting items inthe windows included
a magnifying card, lock picks and alock pick cédnk a Swiss Card pocket knife only it's got lpagks in
it), A couple of doors down was an interestinddifewellery shop — | left with a bracelet of maingg

pieces which is rather nice, and hopefully not yWor

Headed up the lower part of Ladder St, findingtéelmarket on a side-street half way up. Pokedradcand
discovered a nice clock shop with some gorgeousksl@we resisted, but one day | really want a cisith
a grasshopper escapement!) and several stallpoitket watches, and also (running) pocket watchtein s
crystal balls, made in “Swit zerland”. We endedwith a cheap pocket watch for Leon and three ofidie
watches —we both intend to keepthem on our datskerk! | got a tiny one as well, which has avery
interesting shock absorber, different from the bbweabloc that you see. All very amusing, and \eeen4
working mechanical watch movements for A$60.

Checkingthe maps later we realised that we’dyisted the rather renowned Cat Street antiqueketar
Most of it was closed so it may repay arepeat.visi

Further up Ladder St we reached Hollywood Road. fEseof the street was a boring staircase so sieéu
looked atthe Man Ho Temple, which was intereséing full of smoke from the massive amounts of irseen
burning in there. At one side was a drum and béih a large tour group lining up to take atur3 blows

on the drum and 3 on the bell. Since there wadlawef course hadto have a go! Shame it wasmied.

Onwards down Hollywood Road (all closed becauseStinday) then through the Central wet market.
Diverted off to a side street to see ifthere wamg kitchen toys available and found a little sheih sieves!
Not quite the perfect sea-slug catcher, but béttan anything else I've found. | now have 2 monefi
sieves, 2 plagtic sea-slug-catching sieves andrgysmetal sieve frames| can mount my own sievieenesd
to. We shall see what works.

Onto Yung Kee for an earlyish lunch — had the gpssa cucumber with shrimp roe, and boneless emick
with pineapple in sweet and sour sauce. Goose ivas lout | think we prefer the suckling pig; these
cucumber was very soft and slippery and really toceat (it was one of those large sea cucumberiatcu8
pieces), in avery fishy sauce of shrimp eggs,anehlly rather nice sweet and sour (we thougbtdmed

so Western we hadtotry it!). We have booked afaiii uesday lunch with the suckling pig again.

We decided that we needed to sample some of tieehigcuits we'd see in Sogo so headed tothe MOR fr
Yung Kee (stopping at HMV to pick up a Parsifal DVanhd grabbed what we wanted from Sogo, dropped
everything off in the room (those watches were ynbackpack and were HEAVY) then headed straight out
again to the Ap Liu St Flea Market, located in New T erritories. This is an electronics market veher
“sharp-eyed shoppers can also find good deals oguanwatches”. Off the MTR at Sham Shui Po and the
market was right there. Mostly junk, some of thmeavatches we saw in Cat Street and a good salextio
hand lenses, several of which came home with megehsas a magnifying card, which will help me read
menus andthings. Leon was drooling over the lagerl pointer (under 100 mW, focusable and can light
cigarettes and pop balloons... definitely illegalnstralia) but it was A$100 and he couldn’t justifyat.
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After looking at it we were both rather dazzled.afother stall saw a high power green laser —gt wa
impressive how it lit up the dust in the air!

We then headed to Mong Kok to the Ladies’ MarKee been wanting more hairclips but didn’t find wha
wanted, which was annoying. | did however find sareme peelers which looked amusing so | had tehav
them (sorry, Leon, | won't be peeling all your geagor you now!) and we looked a several of thepyco
watch”, which looked impressive but didn't reallyesn impressive. | asked several for the most istiage
watches with features liketourbillons but theyndichave those ones, oddly! Most of them workedwite
same catalogue, with good photos of the watches &b brands and the cover (I got only a very brief
glimpse) was something about a guide to the Olysiftcesumably how they smuggle the catalogues droun
—these copy watches are illegal here and thefrying to crack down onthem.

By now it was getting very late, so we grabbed apde of bakery items for dinner and headed home.

Leon

Where did we go today? It's hard to remembertheite was a lot of walking involved — my feet alihg
me that.

The day started like most of them with a trip togFat and dumplings for breakfast. Today we titied
turnip cake. It's sseamed and made from turniiwi@usly) with bit of preserved meat in it, serwgth soy
sauce onthetop. It’'snice asfar asthe turaipsdout there is an edge tothe taste that Audréy eouldn’t
quite cometo grips with. We also had our usuatglings and jasmine tea.

We have a lunch reservation at Yung Kee and decided
to finish off looking around Central before lunatda
then wander elsewhere. Central is aboutthe only
place in Hong Kong which shuts down (at least
partially) for Sunday. It allows people to lay dgams

for sale in the door waysto the large buildingd an
block the streets even more. We were headed for
Ladder St, mainly because with a name like that it
should be impressively steep.

Walking along

the foot bridge we saw a crowd with signs and thowge might have
wandered into a protest of some sort, but on clesemination we
discoveredthat it was a promotion for 3 G mobilgée avoided it by
heading for the

street level.

Where we found

Mormons. T here

were three of

them takingto

members of the

crowd and

looking very out

of place.
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Activity alternates between sitting around waitfieg something to happento busily preparing fordag.

Only half of Pottinger St was open, I've never seermuch free space anywhere in Central. T hedisuare
still wandering around looking at maps and arguaibgut which way to go (but then we do it too).

There is a lot of frantic activity here in prepdoatfor the games.
Buildings are being cleaned (though they will nadagger cherry
picker than this one to get allthe way to the topere are public
advertising campaigns asking people to “Keep theatean”,
“Volunteer to help the community” and “Report cqtion”. The MTR
is getting lifts and escalators installed all oxeemake it more
accessible.

Ladder St is steep, but not as
steep as some. We travelledthe
first half of the street which is a
serries of platforms with 11 or 12
steps between them. Half way up
is Cat St which happens to have a
market with lots of interesting
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clocks and lots of cheap wind up watches. | dduesk clock with the name Omega on the front and
have decided that | don't need a “copy watch” thatep getting offered on street corners.

There is a section of Ladder St that you can daigeg. It's about 15 to 20 m long andthen theeitgets
steep again.

The Man Mo temple is right next to Ladder St. In
keeping with other Chinesetemples it is dedicamd

to a god, but to civic duty. People are inviteside

but asked to keep respectfully silent andto niatta
photographs. So no photographs from me (others wer
taking pictures, but | try to respect the wishethef
culture | am visiting).

Lunch was roast goose (which is very nice, but @té choreto eat off the bone given the smaites it is
cut up into), Sweet and sour chicken with pineapig because we can) and sea cucumber with shidep
(in which the sea cucumber is nice and the shrivapig a bit too fishy). We are booked in for msuekling
pig on Tuesday.

The afternoon was spent shopping. Well a bit opping and a lot of looking at markets. The Ap Btu

flea market is a flea market and not another chemaely cheap new goods (well you can buy new goods
too, butthere is a lot of used goods).

Since Audrey bought a green laser pointer a coolptiays ago I've complained that you can't buy blue
lasers. But what should | see as we walked th&ehalut a sign for blue lasers. | had to haveok.| Red
lasers are good because they are very cheap to. nGaken lasers are good because they are vebjevisi
Blue lasers are not cheap to make and can’t beaseerll as other colours. Unless youmaketham ve
powerful. A normal laser pointer is lessthan Hiwatts. Audrey’s green laser pointer is 5milltv& The
blue laser for sale said <100 milliwatts. It wastisable to a fine point which can be used to ligtpharettes
and burst balloons. At AU$100 | was tempted, bueg| don’'t smoke (though lighting cigarettes with
laser would be cool) and if | kept bursting balle@h parties I'd stop getting invited to them (lbutould
also be cool) | decided | didn’'t need one.

Audrey had a couple of specific tems she was logkor at the Ladies Market so we wandered alorggh
and had a look. Every second store was sellingy sgatches” and “copy bags”. Audrey decided that w
needed to have alook at some. So we were aska&dhwand, silver or gold, etc and a few were preduc
At first glance they looked good, but several @& tbnctions didn’t work on the fancier watches andclose
inspection they were a bit harsh. The next stakdncatalogue of “copy watches”. Audrey lookeaimd
blame myself, if | hadn’t started collecting pockettches she would never have taken on this unholy
obsession) and of course askedto look atthe faneg that they can't produce because they arg famt
cost too much to make. Again we walked away.

Reachingthe end of the market and till not owrarigopy watch” we decided we had walked far enough

and headed for home via a baker (and a Godiva siig@me hot chocolate powder (and some milk
chocolate pearls just so | can say | have tried thik chocolate)).
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The opening ceremony for the East Asian Games is
being held on the harbour. The rehearsals forthe
opening ceremony for the East Asian Games are being
done from about 9 pm each night and we are getting
spot lights and lasers shining in our windows at
various times. We are also getting a good view of
what is planned and it should be quite spectacular.

Monday 30 November 2009
Audrey

Up somewhat later this morning — we seem to beingnabout 24 and a half hour days at the momentll We
have to undo that because we need to turn up tb o hursday after landing in Melbourne at 9:50hia
evening and probably not home until midnight. Mgsto bed early tonight and get up early to steet t
packing before we go to breakfast.

Anyway, the usual routine — diaries, shower (a gtomith water pressure!) get dressed, and off tog Hat
for breakfast. We caused hilarity when orderingayofbr some reason — several waiters clusterecharmu
listen to us order our har gau, shao mai and dhdnasi — | don't think many westemers order in {Caese!
When | first came to Hong Kong the menus had orrtiresliterations of the Cantonese so | was abledimn
a few of the dishes; nowadays they are all comlyletanslated, not always well, so westerners dgettthe
opportunity to learm the proper names.

Anyway, breakfasted we decided to walk up to thictaakers’ tools shop since it was still too edoly
them to be open, so we thought walking there mighinteresting. It was indeed — we nipped into Koo
Park to look at the preparations for the East AGames and found a “handprint” wall of glazed cacam
tiles with handprints of the volunteers for the gesit was colourful and seems a nice way to rasedihe
volunteers. Onwards, we eventually found the shaptlvasn’t open yet, so we wandered around the
neighbourhood. | had hopedto find similar shopaiad but it was unique. Did find a little homewasbksp
which offered a mini hanging scale (up to 5 kg) A%2.50 which | thought looked handy, so | grabled
Leon bought some little angled cup hooks that be&n looking for everywhere.

Back to Nam Hing, they were open! Leon ogled fovidle and so did |, before we started asking focgs
and buying things. Leon wanted a set of expensnadlsscrewdrivers and looked at the Swiss made ,ones
which were A$90 for the set of 9. He was aboutiyp them when | asked if they were the best onegteand
said, no, no, these ones for A$80 are much bdteerh looked at them and chose them. (Not sure where
they are made!) They had a Swiss Card type of tHiogwith watchmakingtools in it. HK$30 each,yhe
said, about A$4. We'lltake 2, we said!

Leon had suggested that a good quality spring-lbade of calipers would function asthat momme gaug
I've been wanting; | did some quick tests on tHiesiarf in my pocket and agreed so that went intopile
as well. Leon also wanted special pliers, whiclgbtethen he wanted something expensive — a wahéhd
gadget. He's looked in Australia and they cost A88,and up. It was HK$4,000, which is about A$580.
They demonstrated it on Leon’s watch, then | popmétk onto it. | know my watch loses about 2 misue
day; the machine in a few seconds declared thaseats 128 seconds per day. Boy, is it a nifty gddgeon
went for the slightly cheaper black and white maehthen we got aroundtototting up the total,clhhivas
lots (but they threw the “watchmaker’s cards” infieee). They didn’t take credit card so we haddoand
find an ATM, then retumed to fork over and colleeion’s precious timing machine and the other thiing
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Since it was all Leon’s | let him carry it (I'vede carrying all the shopping so far) and we poppiex Yue
Hwa to get a third doona cover for Nele’'s new bédoyd now we know it’s a girl which helps!) Only fodi
one identical to the one we already bought butat wery cheap so we grabbed it. | also lookedeasilk

and bought a couple of pieces. The saleslady rétosdo the transaction in one go —there's a ptan@n
where if you spend so much, you get vouchers, andave spending enough on the silkto pay more than
half the cost ofthe doona cover. (Partly on voustiem our previous visit here.) We followed herny
practical suggestion!

We staggered back to the room to drop everythifigtoén headed straight out again to Mong Kok it vi
the markets there. First the Nelson St wet marketustomer was buying frogs, opening the cage,ynab
them, inspecting theirtummies and dropping thecklia if she wasn't satisfied. The stallkeeper casith
a plastic bag andthe customer selected 5 frogsvahdnappy with, and closed the cage. The stakindiicbn
pointed at a bucket of water and the customer vehbleefroggy hand off. | openedthe cage agaimafor
photo, of course, and we then watched as the fegs quickly cleaned (she started by beheading)tizar
the customer walked away with a bagthat waslkstiling occasionally. |1 don’t know if | really wamy
foodto be that fresh!

Interesting other things to be seen in the maikeliding a freshly chopped up seaturtle, witle@ond live
one behind it, some lovely crustaceans and alsotfiddooking sea snails. In side street was ackdin
shop, with chickens being cleaned and plucked,caigds of live chickens. One of the chickens habdai
egg, poorthing. Was it trying to say “dont eat,rhiay eggs”?

It was by now lunchtime and we also wanted a pusitvenience, so we nipped into the Langham Place
hotel. While waiting for me, Leon looked at thefletflunch on offer (which includes 2 chocolate fains)
and we couldn’t resist and had lunch there. We sadyparticularly ofthe Chinese section of couts,|
also grabbed a mantis shrimp sushi as well as &vjhst so | could try them. The wasabi providedwa
magnificent, the mantis shrimp sort of dry andfiplike a badly overcooked prawn, and the whelk was
surprisingly tender once I'd extracted it fromstell. Dessert was rather nice, with a chocolabetfain to
play with.

We then headed to our main destination here — théfi€h market. All the big dogs have vanished)aepd
by more suitable little ones, kittens were cutel tére fish quite extraordinary. One item we rebifgd was
a cage decoration for some terrapins — it was tmaglded, painted concrete rocks lined up to fomers
realistic looking crocodile! Many of the shops Izl cats (we’ve seen this elsewhere as well thgsriever
seen it before though! Particularly market stagliirsg fish seemto have pet cats, oddly enougidmder if
they adopt the cats or ifthe cats adopt them?)

By the time we had finished my foot was complairdnigt about life — it’'s been mostly OK so far filss
definitely not perfect and all the stairs and umegeund, plusthe sheer hours we’re spending otfiest is
aggravating it. We're also finding that we're suiffig) from cumulative weariness — we're getting tpiah,
leavingthe room at 7:30 or so and staying outl @8tpm or later, with only short sit-downs forrigiquick
meals. Fine for a couple of days, but we’re dedigitunning into the limits! So after an hour iretroom,
testing all the new equipment (it works — and myavanow gains 2 seconds a day instead of losing 128
seconds a day) we headed out not to a night mbadtdbr a small shoppingtrip for some packing digsp
from the Japan Home Centre (some tape to secueslamd also some ice blocksto keep chocolateorold
the way home), and dinner and some biscuits frogo Sthen we retiredto our room at 8, to wat chlidpe
show and get some diarying done before an earlt.nig

We want to try and shift our body clocks back tadgalelbourne time too!
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Leon

Another hazy day in Hong Kong. It's good for tlight show, but not great for everything else.

We do go out very early for Hong Kong. It does bawr give usthe opportunity to see how much space
there ishere. This wide boulevard is not typafaHong Kong, but is very reminiscent of similamrests in
Singapore and Berlin and as such only of intexesstin that it is so different to the rest of Hdtang.

Preparation for the East Asian Games is everywheddéhe work has been done by volunteers as well as
paid workers. The coloured wall has hand printgadfinteers each labelled with the person’s nanuevlh
no doubt be permanently mounted in a wall at a diee.

Scaffolding is coming down everywhere too and
leaving shiny buildings behind. Bamboo scaffolding
disappears very quickly (even quicker than it gams

Today we are off to the watch maker’s tool shop.

There are a few small tems and one large iternkwa

to look at. The small items are easy enough, dreee

good set of screw drivers and a pair of flat nqsieats.

And a set of spring loaded callipers will work fifoe

Audrey’s momme gauge (all we need is a conversion

chart or to make a new dial, both easy enough aece

are home and able to calibrate it). The big iterani electronictiming machine for mechanical wascii o

buy one in Australia would be about AU$3,500 or emoHere it HK$4,000 (AU$572). They plugged one in
to show us and we attached my pocket watch todithe results popped up. Audrey said “Neat!”

We stopped at Yue Hwa for some silk and then taryghing backto the hotel before heading to Mong
Kok.

We like our food, in case you didn’'t know. Thisane we have an interest in food markets and where t
food comes from in different cutures. The Hongigdresh food markets are a fascinating way to meet
your food before you eat it. From alive and kiakin being eaten within a couple of hours remohes t
need for refrigeration and daily fresh vegetabitain the most nutrients.
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Frogs are HK$18 each which is expensive forthe  Large cleavers make easy work of preparing fresh

small amount of meat, but that does include fish.

preparation.

There are a lot of cats in the market stalls. With Chickens and pigeons (and eggs — cage laid) are
all this fresh fish on offer he is more interedred available and prepared (or not) upon purchase.

what is in the shop.

New in Hong Kong — gas powered bicycles! There is
not alot of room fortrucksto deliver gas, andnmsa
gas is not an option for market stalls so this is a
sensible way of delivering gas.
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The bamboo shoots looked tasty, but we have noofvagoking them. The durian seller seemedto be
having a slow day (I've tried it, | wouldn’t buy) it

Note to self: Give up on buffets when travellinye had lunch at “The Place” in the Langham Hotes a
lunch time buffet with a wide variety of mains dots of tiny tasty desserts and two chocolate fauist
(well one chocolate fountain and one containing@ithocolate — which doesn't really count). | laad
multicultural lunch with very small servings of @gise dim sum, Vietnamese beef, lamb goulash, curry,

pork belly and assorted vegetables. And fartonymiay tasty desserts (though Audrey forced meatahe
raspberrytart — which was beautiful — but the fgteaw for lunch).

Our goose is cooked. Well not ours, but someonA's.
basket of BBQ geese is delivered on a meal caroef
the side of the road while waiting for the lift orive.

We went for awalk along the Goldfish Market and
saw lots of interesting reptiles, rodents, dogss ead
eventually fish. There are not as many asthere ha

been in the past, but the big spectacular fishstifirbe
seen.
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A lot of the shops have fish already in plasticdsitting on display ready for customers to justbgand go.
By comparison some shops allow customers to cah bwn. We saw one man spend several minutes
inspecting one clown fish, before puting it in big andthen startingto look for another.

We retumedto the room and dropped off the dapos |
before heading ou to find dinner. We walked plast
Peninsula Hotel and looked at the fountain and
Christmas decorations. As is common here the faqunta
had groups of tourists in front of it having theicture
taken. |waited for a lull in the crowd beforeiray my
shot (without one of us in it — | don't take picesrof

me somewhere, | know | was there | took the pidture

Tuesday 1 December 2009
Audrey

Up early again as usual, to get some of the padxiggnised, so we can work out if we needto buy an
emergency extra bag. We should be able to mandhewvi— good! That done, diaries up to date and
showered and ready forthe day we headed out fonsual breakfast at Hing Fat. It’s a curiousdifplace;
we’'ve only seen locals eatingthere, no other sbsriand they seemto specialise somewhat in “Eamp
breakfast” which is very different to what we thiokas European breakfast! Noodle soup with sausagde
ham. Toast with butter and condensed milk. Mangiodirange combinations besides. We haven't seen
today’s waiter before but he knows our order, whiplkaced without even looking at the menu. Bredkfa
was delicious as usual, and we left sadly, wondgninen we would be back!

Today we are off to Central — we want to go to staip we walked past on Sunday which hasthe lamksp
and so on, and we've decided to revisitthe Cain8gues market in the hope that more of it woeladpen.
We've also decided to pop past the main East AGames souvenir shop to see if there are any ttikee li
figures of the mascots Ami and Dony, which we amdifig very charming. We took the MTRto Central,
and climbed the steep hill to the Peak Tran temnsitthe Games shop is across the road. And notpyeet.
Peeringthrough the window it looked as if they leadctly what we wanted, so we decided to retund, a
walked back down the hill, aroundthe cathedrali¢ivinas a nice looking bell tower but it’s opentba
inside so no bells) and into Central, across thédgh of Central to the lock-pick shop. Leorded up
buying himself the lock-pick card, while | boughethigh-quality magnifying card. T he quality ofsit
extraordinary comparedto my cheap one fromthéidst market the other day. Then we toiled up leadd
St to the Cat St market, to find basically nothadge interestingthere. Oh, well. The clock witto@rbillon
was interestingto see running — it’s not a feayane would normally put in a clock. We headed ondo
final explore of the Central wet markets, then fingot to look around Pottinger St properly - reeful
sewing supplies but | did find some excellent lejrs) then headed for our early lunch at Yung K¥e.
decided to revisit favourites so to go with our-prdered BBQ suckling pig we had the prawns witimbeo
shoots and the sweet and sour chicken with pineagilbeautiful!

We then walked back to the Games shop and pokeddrpicking up a few items. Sadly, they didn’t bav
any plastic models of the mascaots, just soft tagsl, a porcelain money box.

My foot was complaining bitterly about life by nosg we hopped into a taxito the star ferry — dt @
whole HK$23, which is about A$3.20. Well worth dtrfimy poor foot! It’s been a very hazy day so om th
ferry ride we decided it wasn’t worth doing thert@fithe harbour — we’ve been waiting for a cleay dnd
the weather forecast suggested that it would ker glesterday and today, butthey have been thedtadays
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of the trip! Instead, we decided to go visiting momarkets — dothe Jade market and the finishthéh
Temple Street market. First we visitedthe compsit®ps in Star House, to find nothing really inttirey
there, then droppedthings in the room before mgpolut to the markets viathe MTR.

We headed to the Jade Market via Jade Street,witednany jewellers, many selling my sort of bedds
ended up with a string of very attractive greerHoleatk beads, which the seller identified as “greeartz”,
by pointing at the relevant page in a Chinese gamesbook which had the names of the stones in &ngli
I'm sure it was incorrect! The string of beads waree but a but dark, but three bracelets werer raicd |
ended up weighing them (the string was 125 g ae@#gking price was $600 which quickly dropped for2
$850, when | offered $300 forthe three bracelEsd (g) the shop keeper sighed, weighed them agjdin,
some furious calculating and offered $380 and exfie go any lower. | decided that | had a verydydeal
and the sale was made!

On to the jade market itself, which had mostly velgap, poor quality jadeite. Most ofthe stalleotthad a
tourist information sheet which identified the difént types of jadeite (A=natural, B=dyed, down to
D=dyed and resin filled) and clearly identified @flthem as jadeite. Jadeite is not jade! Anywagwed
around, looking, feeling, weighing the wares ompldig. Some nice glass and plastics pretendingtbao
fake, many very crude carvings, and a few nices witich were expensive. | did end up with a staohg
turquoise beads which were a nice size, shape aatleal dark green colour that | lke (most turigads
treated to make itthat pale blue colour).

Anyway, pleased so far, we completed walking aradtredmarket (it was really quite funny to have exell
shout “Type C!” at you), admiring some of the ratlovely shades of green on display. Some of treglbe
were nearly an inch across and in necklaces thaldvamme to my knees — | shudder tothink how heavy
they would be to wear! Leon remarked at one pdiat the sellers were having a hard time with meabse
the only jewellery | was wearing was my weddinggriso they couldn’t guess at what to try and pditant
of me!

Anyway, the jade market done, many ofthe stallddhutting up shop early, we went to the wet etark
nearby,to have a look. One stall had a freshdasp, tied up by its dorsal fin and hung in thanfrof the
stall. It had obviously only just been strung upemtwe arrived, because it was still flapping wijdbyt it
seemed to sort of resign itself to its fate andhneatly, perfectly balanced, gasping for oxygere. Waited
a couple of minutes to see what would happennext, but nothing did, and we left it there, gagpin

We then headed to the Temple Street Market netiind yet another tourist office lie — it doesnjpen at
4 pm! We were there at 5:00 and most ofthe stale still closed. We wandered around anyway -as w
mostly the usual tourist junk. We didn’t waste taach time here, and headed home via Sogo to collect
some bakery items for dinner.

We ate and packed (phew — everything fits — jumtd watched the light show and fell into bed anf p
which is midnight in Melbourne.

Leon
We got up early and did some preliminary packingeMvaiting for Hong Kongto catch up with us. Wit

the bulk of our possessions now in 3 bags (we heoh2ing out and one of those was empty) we heaffled o
to see what was in store for us.
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Tai Chi is gtill practised in the park. Those jEpating paying no attention to the world rushiagt it.

Sounds like a good way to start the day.

The average man on the street? I'm not sure of
the breakdown between the haves andthe have
nots, but the divide is obvious to see.

Audrey half way up Ladder Street. The purple
spot half way up. It’sno wonder her foot is
starting to complain with all the walking we have
been doing.

Hong Kong 2009

Remember those stools we bought? They are
used here for holding up stock for sale as much as
sitting on.

Roadside gardens are well looked after as are
plants in buildings. At lunch yesterday we
watched a woman spend an hour grooming one
plant.
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A butterfly ignores the gardens available and sits
on an old mop drying in the sun. Who knows the

mind of a butterfly?

“Be the Legend”,that sthe motto
for the East Asian Games. The
mascot is cute once yourealise that
it'snot atooth. It isin fact a cross
between fire and a lion. We aren’t
going, but we did buy some
souvenirs. Along the way we
passed a church with a very nice
bell tower, but no bells and watched
(at a distance) window cleaning
being done on the Bank of China
building. Ittook us a while to find
the ropes holding the cleaners up.

Page 34 of 38

Pottinger Street is sprouing Christmas. Severed
hands and other Halloween leftovers are still

tucked away in corners if you wantthem.

There is a wide range of food
available for the hungry tourists of
Hong Kong. We could have had
good wholesome English food, or
suckling pig. We chose the
suckling pig (but then you expect
that from us).

Today at Yung Kee we hadthe
suckling pig, prawns and bamboo
shoots and the chicken fillet and
pineapple in sweet and sour
(though we did consider the mini
sea cucumbers again).
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The day remained hazy and after a great deal of
thought we gave up on the idea of aroundthe huarbo
tour. There s just so much you wouldn’t be able¢e
with this much haze. So we took the Star ferrykiac
the room for a quick foot rest before heading oftite
Jade and Temple St markets.

Audrey gave the jade a good going over. It mudhdsel for the sellers when Audrey comes by. THg on
jewellery she wears is her plain gold wedding soaall they have to go on for what she may liketist she
first touches.

“Dibbler’s flying lizard - On a stick”. 1 have no The Temple St Market which opens at 4pm was

idea if these are a snack food or herbal medicine, not ready by the time we went past at after 5 pm.

but they are even strangerthan the deer antler we It's often called the “Men’s Market” and has a lot

saw in the window of the same shop. of gadgets andties as well asthe usual copy
watches and copy bags.
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A comparison of the amount of light in Hong Kon@n the left is at 4 am onthe right during a lovinpdn
the festival of lights. Allthe advertising getsmed off shortly after midnight we think (we havever been
around or awake to notice).

We did our almost final packing (that’s the chotesinthe morning) had a bakery dinner, watchedight
show and then headed off to bed. I've enjoyed Héagg, but | could have done without the smog haze
(which mostly comes from China, so it's not redhgir fault).

Wednesday 2 December 2009
Audrey

Up at 4 am (7 am Melbournetime — in 24 hours weellrocking up to work!), leapt into the showerglped
all the chocolate into itstwo shoeboxes (all thelzeeboxes we brought with us are coming home, ased
packaging. 2 of them are protecting the ends optheious stools, which aretravelling in the Bigén Bag
padded by dirty washing. | had meant to leave tlaéilpehind but they had a use!), closed up Vader an
checked wherethe gaps were around the edgesedthff gaps with Watson’s water bottles, locked up,
checkedthe room and headed out! Checked ou dfdted, jumped into ataxi, refused the offer taddeen
directly to the airport and were duly deliveredite Kowloon Airport Express station. We did theamn
check-in which was efficient, then hopped on the tr&in, the secondtrain of the day.

At the airport we first visited the Cathay P acfFicst lounge for breakfast (a very nice range @idh) then
headed over to the Qantas lounge to use the intérnad a message from my sister wishing me happy
birthday which made me exclaim“at least someomeegmbered!” at which point Leon remembered! He
bought me some Godiva chocolates so I'll forgiva ffor forgetting. | think this is the first time tze
forgotten since | fist met him so | haven't anythio complain abou.

Anyway, having checkedthe status of the world ghagne pop yet) and the weather forecasts wedtkad
for our plane.

A quick bag search in the jet-way in case we wafiagto smuggle deadly explosive dihydrogen modexi
on board (which failed to find our empty water k) and then we were on the plane, through doand,
turning left. Yes, we are sitting in row 1 of a jomjet, which meansthat we are even in front efphots.
Sadly while it is afirst class seat, it is nosficlass service. We originally booked premium ecoynout
and first class back, since the flight was on nmhbiay and we have enough points, but they cartcéiig
class on our route months before the flight, andipeiplatinum frequent flyers in the first clasbin with
business class service. We were able to keep dis se had already booked, row 1. Very nice ibas twe
are side by side (about a metre apart), both withoevn 3 windows and both with aisle access. Thibé
way totravel in comfort!
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| really wish Qantas would get rid of Neil Perrythasir celebrity chef — his food is awful.

The flight was very smooth and pleasant, with geedtice. About over Broken Hill there was a mageift
view of the rising full moon which was absolutetyrmning. The views from the front ofthe plane are
magnificent anyway — with 3 full windows per rowettsiews from all of the cabin are lovely.

R4 and Vader arrived safely, the Quarantine chapdessed past and checked our declaration (food: yes,
wood: yes, shells: yes), asked usto describedtdet &nd wood (chocolates, little folding stool witlywood
seat; he didn't ask about the shells) and pre-etkas, stamping and signing our declaration fokies.lined
up forthe exit and were sent straight out, by pasdie Quarantine X-ray. They've had a policy aksaing
all passengers for more than 10 years now butfawer had a Quarantine X-ray yet! It must be the
combination of declaring what we have (perhapseadihgly, slightly — but I think a chocolate coated
biscuit can be argued as a “chocolate”!) and logkianest. I'm always worried about ending up imfrof
Customs havingto pay taxes on all our oversegspshg (we are over our duty free limit), so | alsago a
declaration that sends me to Quarantine insteac @mber of trips I've deliberately bought a sacial
junk timber souvenir or unwanted local chocolatess jo make sure I've got something to declare!

Got home at about 11 and to bed at 11:30, afteaaldpg the chocolates that need to be kept cold and
putting them in the fridge.

Up early the next day and off to work as usuallageteally hit me hard and | was very dopey at workhe
next two days, but Leon was fine.

Leon

Today we have to fly back home. We got up at 7asfbburnetime. 4 am Hong Kongtime. Final packing
involved packing all the chocolate so it won't mabng the way. We checked out of the hotel atet a
quick taxiride (HK$28 — AU$4) we checked in at digort express station and said good bye to our
luggage until we get back to Melbourne.

We had a very nice breakfast in the Cathay P dfiificclass lounge (only because we can and the i®o
better) and then headed for the Qantas loungettb cg on our diaries and wait for our plane.

On the plane we confused the staff by swappingseat
Row 1 A and K are on opposite sides ofthe plarge an
both have windows but there are no other seat selsatw
them. We get 3 windows each and the other sideeof
plane is close enough here that we can look out the
other side as well (we are further forward evemttne
pilots). T his picture of our plane was taken dng t
middle of Audrey’s widows .

I'm beginningto think that if it wasn't for long

international flights | might not see any moviesit

Thistrip | managedto watchulie and JuligUp! andDr Who, Planet of the deadAnd that’s just onthe

way home. And | managedto mostly combine Audreywd my diaries (edits and proof readingto be done
later).
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It was a nice relaxing flight back with most of thlene sleeping as they had come all the way frondon
and were completely out of sync time wise (and daaintinue to be so asthey were sleeping durirag wh
was the day in the time zone they are headed teward

At about 7:30 pm the captain made an announcerallinig passengers of the view out the view to tiglatr
of the plane of the full moon rising. This wasléa¥ed about 15 seconds later by another announdemen
about the view ofthe sun set outthe left of theme. | enjoyedthem both.

We landed at about 9:45, Audrey had a problem bednggnised by the automated equipment forthe e-
passports and hadto see a humanto get back aotmery while | loitered just the other side oéthooths.
A nice man from customs askedto look at our afsicard as we headed to collect our luggage arett aft
telling him we had food and wood he stamped ouwlscer allow us to walk through without any further
delay. We were harassing taxi drivers (we needgdtéon wagon with all our luggage) 15 minutesraite
left the aircraft.

I'll admit to being a bit tired the next day at wobut it was an enjoyable trip. Now for the fitighe in

about 2 years we have no flights booked, no trplagls beyond a long weekend in Adelaide and a eocipl
marine field trips. We will haveto see what wetesabout next year.
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